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Intent 
The teaching of English at Holy Name aims to develop pupils’ abilities to: 

 read easily with confidence, fluency and good understanding;  

 develop the habit of reading regularly both for pleasure and information; 

 extend vocabulary, understand grammar and linguistic conventions to help 
with reading, writing and speaking; 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage; 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently and be able to adapt writing to a 
range of texts, purposes and audiences; 

 participate in discussions so that they can learn how to express 
themselves clearly; 

 speak, listen, make formal presentations and participate in formal debate. 
 

Strategies for the Teaching and Learning of English 
 
 

What is English and how can I help my child to make progress in it? 
English relates to the important skills of speaking, listening reading, writing 
and understanding literature.   
 
Because English plays a pivotal role in all areas of education, the school 
governors have appointed one of their fellow governors to act with specific 
responsibility for the delivery of English across the school.    
 
English has a pre-eminent place in our school and community and a good 
understanding of it will allow pupils to develop and express themselves 
culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. 
 
 
Spoken Language 
Without a developed ability to speak well, pupils will not be able to read and 
write across the curriculum.  The better the quality and more varied the 
language that children hear and speak, the more they will develop and 
understand vocabulary and grammar.  Hopefully, they will then go on to apply 
this knowledge in their reading and writing.   
 
When a child is confident and competent in using spoken language, they will 
be able to: express their level of understanding and prepare their ideas before 
they write; make their thinking clear to themselves and others; use discussion 
to find out information; and understand the conventions of debate. 
 
How can I help? 
It might sound obvious, but talk with your child as much as possible. 
When speaking to them, try to introduce new vocabulary so that they 
can learn new words in context. 
 
Read stories to them or retell stories on a regular basis.  If you have 
them, play storytelling CDs at home or in the car.  Local libraries have 
CDs, DVDs and audiobooks that can be borrowed. 
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Reading  
Reading is divided into two areas; word reading and comprehension.  Both 
dimensions need to be developed. 
 
Speedy decoding of unfamiliar words (blending sounds together within a 
word) and speedy recognition of familiar words are needed for word reading.  
Pupils must recognise that the written letters on the page represent the 
sounds in spoken language.  This is such an important skill that children – 
starting in Early Years Foundation Stage - are taught phonics every day in 
school until they pass phase 6 (usually at the end of Year 2) but they also 
need regular practise at home. 
 
NB: Phonics lessons take place every day for approximately twenty 
minutes. It is essential that your child is in school on time to take part in 
this very important session. 
 
Pupils must have a secure knowledge of vocabulary and grammar and have a 
good understanding of the world to succeed in comprehension.  High quality 
discussions with adults and reading a range of fiction and non-fiction are 
essential for developing children’s comprehension skills.   
 
How can I help? 
Pupils must be encouraged to read a wide range of fiction and non-
fiction at home.  We ask that all children read for at least ten minutes 
each night.  We cannot overstate the importance of this practice.  Also, 
check that your child chooses to read a wide variety of texts and books 
by different authors.  When children read books by just the same author 
or the same type of texts, they are not optimising their ability to 
comprehend and comment on a variety of different styles of writing. 
 
In the early years of learning to read, it is very important that children 
read with/to adults who can encourage and support them.  As they get 
older, and certainly by upper juniors, pupils should be reading 
independently to: develop their knowledge (of themselves and their 
world); foster a love of reading; and to gain knowledge in other 
curriculum areas.  
 
Here are some general guidelines about “hearing your child read.”   
 

1. Set aside a dedicated period of time.  
2. Find a quiet place.  
3. Switch off the TV/ computer/ tablet device/ radio. 
4. Make yourselves comfortable.   
5. Provide a calm and relaxed atmosphere.  
6. Support your child by using pictures/ illustrations/ clues.  
7. Use phonics (sounding out the words by the individual 

sounds of each part of the word).  
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8. Read on and finish whole sentences to gain an idea of what 

any unknown words might be (encourage your child to have a 
guess and see if it makes sense).  

9. If a child is struggling too much with a word, tell them what 
the word is.  

10. Praise your child at the end.  
11. Tell your child how much they have improved. 
12. Ask them if they enjoyed their reading – talk about opinions 

and encourage explanations and quoting the text.  Ask them 
what they enjoyed about the text and why they did or didn’t 
enjoy it.  

13. Help your child to predict what they think will happen next.  
14. Support your child in discussing how the characters felt. 
15. Encourage children to read between the lines (use clues from 

the text and their own life-experiences to work out characters’ 
motives, actions, emotions etc). 

 
There is guidance on phonics, high frequency words that pupils are 
expected to be able to read and tips for reading in the new Reading 
Records that the school has purchased for Years 1 - 6. 

 
NB Reading is not just about accuracy (how many words they can read 
correctly)              but about how much of the text they can understand and 
retell in their own words. We often hear from parents that a child has read a 
book before.  There is nothing wrong with a child reading the same book twice 
and it does not mean that the teacher has made an error.  Sometimes a child 
can decode (sound out the words) without fully understanding the text and 
teachers may well give a book previously read to encourage the child’s 
comprehension ability as opposed to word reading ability.  If your child does 
bring a book home that they have read before, ask them questions to develop 
comprehension skills: check that the book makes sense to them; ask them 
about their understanding of the meaning of words; ask them to summarise 
what they have read in their own words. 
 
Also, we allow a certain amount of free choice and children often enjoy 
reading a book for a second time – this does not mean that “they are going 
backwards”.  (Please note also that in the Guided Reading session in class, 
your child will be reading a more challenging book with their teacher than the 
one that they bring home.) 
 
Writing 
Writing is divided into two dimensions: transcription (how they write) and 
composition (their contents and ideas). 
 
Effective transcription depends on pupils being able to spell quickly and 
accurately through understanding the relationship between sounds and 
letters. This is why phonics, spelling and handwriting are taught regularly and 
systematically.   
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Cursive letter formation in the form of handwriting with “flicks” is encouraged 
in school from the very beginning so as to prepare pupils for joined writing as 
soon as possible.  It is expected that all pupils should be attempting joined 
handwriting as the norm by the end of Year 3.  When pupils write in a fluent, 
legible, and speedy manner, they are more likely to want to write. 
 
Effective composition involves pupils expressing their ideas well for a specific 
purpose and audience.  Pupils need a wide knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar as they progress through school.   
 
How can I help? 
Make sure that your child learns the spelling rules, conventions and 
patterns that they are given for homework.  These are the patterns and 
spelling conventions that they will be studying in class and it could put 
them at a disadvantage compared to other pupils if they do not spend 
time at home learning them.  Also, handwriting practice is now regularly 
given out as a homework task.  If your child does not practise their 
handwriting independently, they will be less confident and speedy in 
class, which will adversely affect their output in writing.  
 
Likewise with punctuation and grammar: there is much greater 
emphasis in the new curriculum than there previously was and a lot 
more time is spent in class studying this area of English.  Homework on 
punctuation and grammar will be given out a lot more frequently and 
again it could place your child at a disadvantage if they miss out 
opportunities to independently practise and apply what they have learnt 
in class. 
 
The new Reading Record Books have guidance on phonics/spelling and 
grammar and punctuation.  Encourage your child to use these as 
revision tools. 
 
Encourage your child to practise cursive handwriting as a precursor to 
joined handwriting.  Some pupils are reluctant to attempt it as it slows 
down the writing process but they will eventually pick up speed if they 
sustain their efforts.  At the end of Year 6, pupils need to be using joined 
handwriting to be regarded as “expected” for their age.  Guidance 
sheets on how to form the letters of the alphabet using a cursive style 
have been distributed and are available from school.  If you want a 
further copy, ask your child’s class teacher. 
 
The more that your child reads, the better writer they should become as 
it enables them to copy features, text and sentence structures and 
ideas.  It is those children who rarely read independently, who often 
become “stuck” when asked to write. 
 
Literature 
If pupils have access to a wide variety of reading materials (fiction and non-
fiction, plays and poetry through different media), they are more likely to 
succeed at English. 
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How can I help? 
Share your reading experiences with your children and encourage 
discussion about their own reading preferences (as the staff do in 
school).  Make pupils aware of your favourite authors with whom they 
may not be familiar and, if appropriate, encourage them to experience 
some abridged versions of classic novels. 
 
Encourage your child to visit the local library and gain experience of 
reading a wide variety of books, including some children’s classics. 
 
Be a good role model for your children. If they see parents/carers 
reading a wide variety of literature, they are more likely to attempt to 
read a similar variety of texts.  Look out for televised or film versions of 
classic literature and watch with your children.  After viewing, discuss 
the plot and characterisation. 
 
English in the Foundation Stage  
Children in Nursery and Reception are taught through the prime area of 
Communication & Language (C&L), and the specific area of Literacy. In the 
prime area of C&L, children aim to achieve goals in listening and attention, 
understanding and speaking. In the specific area of Literacy, they develop 
early reading and writing skills using phonic knowledge to decode words and 
read and write accurately. They are taught to show understanding when 
talking to others about what they have read.  Learning is made fun and 
interesting in the Foundation Stage. Learning is delivered through stories, 
rhymes and jingles, action songs and role-play. Children partake in different 
play situations; these include child initiated, adult directed and adult enhanced 
activities. When appropriate in Reception, children begin to follow a more 
formalised lesson structure in readiness for their transition to Key Stage 1 (for 
example Guided Reading and structured daily sessions). 
 
Assessment of English 
Throughout the year, teachers monitor, observe and assess children’s 
progress to help them plan for future lessons and set work at the correct level. 
For those children who find work so challenging to the extent that they begin 
to fall behind, teachers can register them as requiring special support and an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be written for the child. Specific targets 
are set out and the performance closely monitored to check the effectiveness 
of the IEP. Children requiring specific help in English skills are given focused 
support both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
Pupils are assessed throughout the school year on their reading and writing 
ability. Regular spelling, grammar and punctuation assessments are also 
carried out throughout the year. In Years 2 and 6, pupils take part in the 
national SATs tests in the summer term to assess their progress and ability in 
reading, spelling and grammar and punctuation.  Pupils in Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 
take part in optional termly assessment tests. Pupils are also assessed by 
their teacher on their writing throughout the year and across the curriculum.  
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Throughout the foundation stage, observations and assessments are made to 
inform planning and are used to build a profile for each child in this area of 
learning. This profile indicates the achievements in reading, writing, 
communication and thinking.  
 
Cross-curriculum links 
Teachers link and promote English skills with other areas of the curriculum. 
This offers opportunities to practise and apply techniques introduced in 
English lessons for a range of text types, fictional and non-fictional. Teachers 
also use ICT to produce and teach English work. Displays are used to 
demonstrate and celebrate children’s achievements.  
 
Reading Schemes            
Once children can demonstrate they can link sounds with letters, they are 
given a reading book to take home and practise their reading skills. Children 
from Reception to Year 6 follow a variety of reading schemes that cater for 
improvement in their reading ability. The level of book that children read is 
determined by the coloured Book Band which can be seen on each school 
reading book; each colour corresponds to a reading level.  Children are of 
course, encouraged to read books of their own choice. However, to ensure 
that they have exposure to a full range of texts types, we would ask that they 
follow the school’s recommendations in addition to their own choice. Reading 
is a development of skills. The reading book is not the be-all and end-all; other 
books must be read to develop a child’s knowledge concerning a variety of 
text types. 
 
Homework  
Children are expected to complete one piece of homework each night. At 
least twice a week, the focus of the homework will be English based. 
Homework is a very important tool in enabling the teacher to assess a child’s 
ability and judge whether they have grasped a set objective. The homework 
will relate to an area covered in class and is a method of assessing whether 
the child can utilise the skill practised in the lesson or whether further input 
from the teacher is needed. It also gives the child an opportunity to further 
their skills. For these reasons, it is very important that children complete the 
homework tasks set. Children who frequently fail to submit completed 
homework place themselves at a disadvantage to those who do. 
 
The role of parents/carers/families  
Parents are invited in to school throughout the year to take part in a variety of 
curriculum based activities. Many of these will relate to English (for example 
the Stay & Read sessions or the Booknics).  The more of these that you are 
able to attend, the higher profile your child will attach to the subject and 
hopefully feel motivated to achieve. 
 
All children are expected to take home a reading book and spend a short time 
reading at home each night. Just ten minutes spent reading every night would 
have an effect on the child’s ability to read. The philosophy held at Holy Name 
is ‘’a little time - frequently.’’ The benefits of children reading regularly with 
parents/carers and sharing the enjoyment of books cannot be doubted. 
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Throughout the country, the ability of boys’ English skills lags behind that of 
girls. For this reason, it is particularly beneficial for boys to have a male role 
model to help them with their reading. Sharing reading with adult males can 
have a tremendous effect on boys and their attitude to literature. 
 
The benefit to be gained from regular reading also has a great effect on 
children’s ability to write well. Regular and enthusiastic readers usually make 
very good writers. The more a child reads, the more they become used to the 
conventions of text structure, composition and organisation, punctuation, 
spelling and the effect of good writing. Children who read regularly have a 
catalogue of writing techniques and reading experiences to fire their 
imaginations when they have to write themselves. Encouraging your child to 
read, or (if time permits) sharing reading with them can create huge advances 
in their English skills.  


