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Reading for Pleasure Policy 

Holy Name Catholic Primary School 
 

Policy Statement for Reading for Pleasure 
 

September 2019 
 
Statement of Policy   
 
To ensure that all children are given access to a rich curriculum, which 
encourages extensive reading of a wide variety of books and other forms of texts.  
It will be reviewed annually. 
 
Objectives 
 

1. To actively encourage reading for pleasure as part of each pupil’s 
educational entitlement. 

 
2. To understand that extensive reading and exposure to a wide range of 

texts makes a massive contribution to the achievement of children, 
irrespective of background or level of attainment. 

 
Intent 
 
At Holy Name we aim to: 

 pomote the concept that reading can be fun; 

 demonstrate that we can obtain enjoyment and pleasure from reading as well 
as using it as a form of research; 

 ensure that pupils are given access to a varied selection of high quality texts; 

 provide the opportunity within the timetable to allow for periods of sustained 
reading (guided, shared and independent reading activities); 

 allow children the opportunity to choose their own preferred reading materials; 

 engage the support of parents and families, and the wider community, in 
helping to promote the enjoyment of reading. 

 
 
Strategies for promoting Reading for Pleasure 
 
Staff should be reading role models.  All staff will discuss their favourite texts with 
pupils. They will promote and talk about texts that they enjoy (in terms of their 
own personal reading and children’s literature that pupils might enjoy), 
encourage pupils to read by recommending books and encourage pupils to 
recommend books to each other.  
 
Time must be allotted within the school day to allow for talk about books in 
addition to reading books (guided, shared and independent reading). Pupils in 
KS2 will have some form of class book review. 
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All staff must have classroom displays to promote and support reading.  Each 
teacher will have a poster of some sort informing their pupils of the book that they 
are currently reading/enjoying. 
 
All pupils will be given access to good quality books.  Where it is suspected that 
a child does not have such access at home, compensatory measure should be 
taken to aid and assist the child, e.g. allowing them to take extra books home, 
reading in school with a volunteer reader, using reading “buddies” from other 
year groups, attending a lunchtime reading club. 
 
Each half term, there will be some event in school to highlight and promote the 
profile of reading.  All classes will take part. 
 
Each class will have a book corner to promote favourite texts and the enjoyment 
of reading. 
 
Each class will have a listening station for children to enjoy listening to quality 
stories. 
 
Teachers will encourage children to read other books by authors that they have 
enjoyed in English lessons.  As part of this, teachers will encourage children to 
join local libraries and take part in promotions such as the Summer Reading 
Scheme. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
As required in the general statement of inclusion, all pupils, regardless of gender, 
race or disability, have full access to reading resources and opportunities 
 
Health and Safety 
All lessons and activities are undertaken within the precautions set out in the 
school Health and Safety policy.  
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
When encouraging reading for pleasure, staff contribute to the children’s spiritual 
and moral development where possible (for example when studying texts that 
have a social / moral dilemma). Children are provided with the opportunity to 
discuss what is right and wrong when they confront moral questions in texts. 
When issues of a spiritual nature appear on an ad hoc basis, teachers take the 
opportunity to discuss with the children.  Britain’s rich and diverse social and 
cultural heritage is reflected in the range of texts and authors studied. 
 


